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St. Rocco’s in Avondale during the dedication Tuesday. The church will
ranish@peaking community that had been attending five area parishes.
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Nineteen years after the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia
opened a mission for
Hispanic Catholics in
southern Chester County,
Cardinal Justin Rigali
dedicated a new parish.
Tuesday in Avondale to
serve a congregation that
has burgeoned to 12,000.
With a Mexican-style
church that seats 500, St.
Rocco’s consolidates the
primarily immigrant
community that had been
attending Mass and

receiving sacraments at five
area parishes. The center
will continue the work of
Mission Santa Maria,
Madre de Dios, which in
1992 began serving

- Spanish-speaking
farmworkers. Msgr. Francis
Depman, St. Rocco’s pastor
and founder of the mission,
will lead the parish, whose
members are mostly
Mexican, with a Puerto
Rican, Argentine, and
Colombian presence.

— David O’Reilly-
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hopes for
new map
in Sept.

At a redistricting hearing,
President Anna C. Verna
said a plan could be passed
by Sept. 22 “if all goes well.”

Troy Graham and Bob Warner
INQUIRER STAFF WRITERS

Despite a precedence of acrimo-
ny and blown deadlines, City Coun-
cil members say they believe they
can complete the once-a-decade
task of redrawing Philadelphia’s po-
litical map in less than a month.

At the start of Council’s first pub-
lic hearing on the matter Tuesday,
President Anna C. Verna predicted
an ordinance to reset the districts
and account for population shifts
would be introduced Sept. 8.

After a hearing, redistricting
could be passed Sept. 22 “if all goes
well,” she said. :

The question is how much impact
the public will have on a process that
has been driven in the past by some
less-than-noble political influences.

Council has not revealed any pro-
posed new bound-
aries for the city’s
10 dlstrlcts and.
the members
could not say
whether maps
would be available
before Sept. 8.

“I don’t know. I
can’t tell you
that,” said Majori-
ty Leader Marian
B. Tasco, one. of
five Council mem-
bers on a committee exploring re-
districting options. “I will tell you
we’re not fighting. We’re not yelling
at each other.”

The real negotiating over redis- -
tricting has been happening in Ver-
na’s office, where individual Coun-
cil members are having private ses-
sions this week with a team of staff
members led by senior counsel
Eric H. Auerbach.

Councilwoman Maria Quifiones-
Sanchez said the staff members had
developed a “potential map” of new
Council districts, but they were wait-
ing for more input from the mem-
bers who would have areas added to
or subtracted from their districts.

Councilman Curtis Jones, who
met with Auerbach’s group Tuesday
afternoon, said he had been shown

See DISTRICTS on B7

How much
impact the
‘public will
be able to
exert on
remapping
is still
uncertain.




Districts
Continued from Bl
maps with a couple of differ-
ent options for his future dis-
trict. “It’s like a big jigsaw
puzzle that has variations,”

he said.

He said that he intended to
talk to his neighboring Coun-
cil members and that “were
down to subtleties now as op-
posed to the big picture.”

Council must redraw the dis-
tricts every 10 years after the
census so each one can have
as close to the same number of
residents as possible.

While always a thorny pro-
cess, redistricting was
thought to be especially chal-
lenging this year because of
the way the city’s population
has shifted.

Since the 2000 census, four
districts in the western part
of the city shrank, while three
in the eastern part grew.

“This means that redistrict-
ing cannot be accomplished
simply by tweaking a few vot-
ing districts here and there,”
Verna said Tuesday. “Some
significant redrawing of the
map is inevitable.”

Based on an overall popula-
tion of 1.5 million, each district
should have about 152,600 peo-
ple. Courts have held there
should not be more than a 10
percent variation between the
largest and smallest districts
— about 15,000.

Currently, there is a differ-

ence of nearly 29,000 people
between the district that
shrank the most, the Eighth
in Northwest Philadelphia,
and the one that grew the
most, the First, which stretch-
es along the Delaware River
from South Philadelphia to
Port Richmond.

Mayor Nutter’s chief of staff,
Suzanne Biemiller, urged Coun-
cil on Tuesday to keep the vari-
ation to less than 5 percent, or
about 7,500 people.

She also asked Council to

slay the gerrymander,” refer-
ring to the tortured composi-
tion of Councilman Darrell L.
Clarke’s Fifth District and
Quifiones-Sanchez’s Seventh
District.

The Seventh corkscrews
from lower North Philadelphia,
where it captures the heart of
the Latino community, through
Northeast Philadelphia.

Members of Latino Lines, a
nonpartisan “redistricting coa-
lition,” urged Council on Tues-
day to make the district more
compact and more Latino.

“For too long the Latino
community has been gerry-
mandered, diluting its voting
strength,” said Jose Oyola,
with the National Congress
for Puerto Rican Rights. He
said the district, which is now
half Latino, should be 60 per-
cent Hispanic.

Twelve people testified at
Tuesday’s hearing, which last-
ed less than an hour.

If redistricting is not com-
pleted by Sept. 9, Council mem-
bers will not be paid. Council

missed the deadline and went
without pay in 1991 and 2001

Because of Council’s biweek-
ly pay schedule, members
would not miss a paycheck if
redistricting passed Sept. 22,
as Verna anticipated.

The newly drawn district
map would not go into effect
until 2015 and the next Coun-
cil election.

Advocacy groups such as
the Committee of Seventy
and the Philadelphia chapter
of the NAACP have urged
transparency in redistricting,
suggesting that proposed
changes to the districts be
put on the Internet.

Council members Quifiones-
Sanchez and Blondell Rey-
nolds Brown introduced a
nonbinding resolution in
June calling for hearings and
public input.

Tuesday’s hearing was the
first of three that Verna’s office
has scheduled — after drawing
criticism for not acting fast
enough and being uninterest-
ed in citizen input.Brown said
she thought that “Maria and I
achieved our goal” of promot-
ing an open process, but added
that “at the end of the day, the
district Council people will
have their way.”

“They’re the ones who un-
derstand the nuances of
those blurred lines, down to
the block,” she said.

Contact staff writer Troy Graham
at 215-854-2730,
tgraham@phillynews.com, or
@troyjgraham on Twitter.
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University City Newly remod rooms,
$375/mo, $400 move-in. 267-591-6058
W Phila & G-town: newly ren lg, lux rms
Jfapts., ALL utils incl, SSI ok 267.577.6665

W. Phila rm w/priv BA, shared kitch
$450 to move in $150/wk, (215)713-5854
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LOOKING FOR A CHANGE?
Train now for a career in Health Care.
=Dental Assistant
*Medical Assistant
*Medical Billing and Coding
1-888-319-0278
www.StartEverest.com
3050 Tillman Dr., Bensalem, PA 19020
For useful consumer information, please
visit us at www.everest.edu/discl

WANT T0 HELP PEOPLE?

Train for a career as a

Pharmacy Technician! Call Now!
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BMW 850 | 1991 $17,500
38k orig mi, 12 cyl, auto, black inter, load-
ed, new cond., new tires, 609-204-6670

Elantra SE $12,500
4 door, 5k orig mi, balance factory war-
ranty excellent condition, 267-975-0519

2002 $10,000/cbo
501(. AC, Scy! 4x4, exc cond215.370.7526

Information n_bot_n‘program;—
a .chitraining.co
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Buick Century Sedan

garage kept, low miles &
Buick Road Master S/W
all powers, insp, runs ex
CHEVY BLAZERLS 19
AWD, all pwr, 112k,runs |

Chevy Lumina 1991
auto, cold a/c, new msp
Chevy Lumina

garage kept, like new l
CHEVY Monte Carlo SS
3.8, Ithr, moonroof, wi'
Chevy Silverado ext
encl. bed, very od ¢!
cu. in. 300HP, clas=—,
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